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IDENTIFICATION

I am Andrew Funk, residing at 1442 Janice Court SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. I have been

employed as a television broadcast technical professional since 1979. From 1986 to

1995 I was responsible for operation of the ENG Receive area for many news

broadcasts of WCBS-TV in New York, and coordinating the operation of eight electronic

news gathering (ENG) remote �live vans.� Since 1995 I have held my current position,

Assistant News Operations Manager of WAGA-TV in Atlanta, Georgia, where I am

responsible for all ENG operation, including ENG Receive and seven live vans. I also

serve as the Society of Broadcast Engineers Frequency Coordinator for Broadcast

Auxiliary operation above 1 GHz.

These are my personal comments. My professional affiliations are listed for

identification purposes only; these comments are not those of my current or past

employers.

DISCUSSION

The 2 GHz Broadcast Auxiliary spectrum is used primarily for Electronic News

Gathering and coverage of special events.

News coverage knows few boundaries. From my recent experience, events elsewhere

in Georgia and in neighboring Alabama and South Carolina are covered by Atlanta

stations, often using ENG live vans or helicopters. Since the current 2 GHz Broadcast

Auxiliary channel plan is universal, these vans and helicopters can establish links with
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receivers operated by co-owned or otherwise affiliated stations in the neighboring area.

In these cases, vans or helicopters operated by stations in the number 9 market

(Atlanta) are inter-operating with receivers operated by stations in markets 36

(Greenville, SC), 39 (Birmingham, AL), and 122 (Macon, GA).

 This will not be possible if the top 30 markets have one channel plan and other markets

have another, as will be the case under the current plan for three years (markets 31 and

above) or five years (markets 101 and higher).

Special events often present major additional demands upon 2 GHz Broadcast Auxiliary

spectrum. In my role as Frequency Coordinator I have had instances where itinerant

users, operating within the Atlanta metropolitan area, make use of all seven 2 GHz

Broadcast Auxiliary channels while they are also being used by local broadcasters for

ENG. One of the most important factors in making this possible is that all users share a

common channel plan. Having all users on clearly defined channels makes it possible

for local Broadcast Auxiliary users to easily receive and identify signals broadcast by

others. This makes it possible to identify and then rectify interference between itinerant

and local Broadcast Auxiliary users. Without a common channel plan, used by all, this

vital capability will be lost. Plus, it will be nearly impossible to coordinate itinerants if

local users have one channel plan and itinerants wishing to share the spectrum use a

different plan.
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CONCLUSION

From this it is clear that a multi-phased relocation of the 2 GHz Broadcast Auxiliary

spectrum will, of itself, reduce the news gathering capability for current users of the

spectrum and is likely to make coordination of special events much more difficult, if not

impossible.

The Commission�s proposed changes to the allocation of the 1990-2025 MHz band, and

how current Broadcast Auxiliary users of this spectrum are to be relocated, presents an

opportunity to adopt a straightforward, uniform, single-phase relocation of 2 GHz

Broadcast Auxiliary Spectrum. This will maintain the news gathering capabilities of

current users and preclude the difficulties the current, multi-phase relocation plan may

cause for special event frequency coordination.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew Funk
1442 Janice Court SW
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770-717-9174
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